
Dates & Enrollment: the program runs for six weeks July 6 to 
August 17 ’19. Enrollment is capped at 15.  Students interested 
in doing a two week “add-on” to qualify for DRIEG support 
should contact Andrew Berry.

Location: the program is based in one of Oxford University's 
many ancient colleges, The Queen's College, which is located 
in the heart of the city.  All students live in singles and eat 
meals in the college dining hall.  Within Queen's, we have our 
own classroom and common room.  

Schedule: We have lectures every morning Mon-Fri, except on 
days when we're on excursions.  We have discussion sections 
a couple of afternoons a week.  Nothing is scheduled for Friday 
afternoons and weekends, so that students have plenty of 
opportunity to explore on their own.  Oxford is about 1.5 hour 
from both London and Heathrow airport.  In past years, 
students have taken trips within the UK to London, Bath, 
Stonehenge, etc, or have ranged further afield to Amsterdam, 
Berlin, Barcelona, and beyond.  If students are keen, we are 
happy to lay on additional activities: in previous years, we've 
arranged trips to Shakespeare productions at Stratford-upon-
Avon & The Globe, to English soccer games, to the Tower of 
London, etc.  Throughout, we encourage students to 
participate as fully as possible in typically English activities 
( Andrew Berry is a Londoner): sadly, though, the program's 
"pub general knowledge quiz team" tends not to fare too well 
on questions about English ‘70s TV shows.

Academics: Like other summer school programs, ours 
consists of two courses.  There are no pre-requisites.  The 
majority of students who have taken the program have been 
scientists, but we have had plenty of non-scientists, too, 
including, for example, government and history concentrators.  
We have had a mix of students, from rising sophomores to 
rising second semester seniors.  The first course is largely 
history of science, exploring the development of evolutionary 
thinking from the earliest creation myths up to Charles Darwin.  
The second retains a chronological structure -- following the 
development of evolutionary biology post-Darwin -- but is 
ultimately an introduction to current thought in evolutionary 
biology.  We emphasize not only the centrality of evolution to 
all of biology but also its role in social and political thinking (for 
instance, as "social darwinism" and in the eugenics 
movement).  Gen Ed: the program yields either C&B or SLS 
credit. 
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Excursions:  The program's goal is to give 
students a first-hand glimpse of where and how 
evolutionary thinking was developed.  We 
emphasize interaction with UK-based experts, 
including historians of science (Jim Moore, Darwin 
biographer) and evolutionary biologists (Tom Kemp, 
vertebrate paleontologist, and Richard Dawkins, 
popularizer).

• With Darwin scholar Prof Jim Moore, we spend a 
day exploring Cambridge, where Darwin was an 
undergraduate, visiting Darwin's rooms in Christ's College 
(and dropping in on the pub where Watson & Crick 
boasted of having found “the secret of life" immediately 
after they discovered the double helix structure of DNA)

• We go behind-the-scenes at Oxford's own 
University Museum where the famous debate between 
the bishop of Oxford and Darwin's "bulldog", T H Huxley, 
took place.

• We visit the Linnean Society in London where the 
discovery of Evolution by Natural Selection was 
announced and where the foundation of all modern 
biology, the collection of the father of taxonomy, Linnaeus, 
is kept.

• The centerpiece of the excursion program is a 
three day road trip to Shrewsbury and North Wales.  
Shrewsbury is where Darwin was born and went to 
school.  In North Wales, we visit the scenic mountains of 
Snowdonia to learn about basic geological processes. 

• We visit Kew Gardens, partly the vision of 
Darwin's botanical colleague, Joseph Dalton Hooker. 

• Lichfield, home to one of the unsung heroes of the 
evolution story, Erasmus Darwin, Charles’s grandfather.

• The Natural History Museum of London is one of 
the world's great scientific institutions.  We get an insider 
tour.

• Our final trip is to Darwin's home, Down House -- 
where The Origin of Species was written.  

Cost & Deadlines: Summer school overseas is 
expensive, but remember that that price includes 
bed and breakfast for six weeks.  Harvard is 
encouraging students to travel overseas, 
and significant financial aid for Harvard students is 
available.  Applications are due Jan 31; information, 
including application details, at:  http://
www.summer.harvard.edu/programs/study-abroad/
oxford-england

Contact and More Information: 
Contact Andrew Berry (berry@oeb.harvard.edu) 
for further information.   And check out detailed 
information on logistics, academics, and more here:
https://darwininoxford.wordpress.com/
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