
Independent Travel: Some Guidelines 
 
Make sure you provide us (berry@oeb.harvard.edu) with a full itinerary every time you plan to 
spend a night away from Oxford. 
 

• We finish teaching by 12.30 on every Friday (ie you are free to travel after that) except 
the first Friday (12 July) on which we will be in Cambridge all day, only returning to 
Oxford at around 8pm.  Note too that there will be the end of program party on the 
evening of the last Friday, Aug 16th.   

 
• Cheap airfares.  There are a number of budget operators, including Ryanair and Easyjet, 

that offer bargain basement fares.  Usually, though, you have to book very early to get 
the really good deals.  Also, note that the quoted fares often don't include taxes etc -- ie 
they come out be rather more expensive than anticipated.   

 
• Budget airlines often save money by using obscure (and inconvenient) airports, rather 

than a city's main one.  Again, check that your savings won't evaporate when you're 
confronted with a major transport cost for getting into town from the airport. 

 
• Flying out of London.  A lot of cheaper airlines operate out of the third London airport, 

Stansted.  Beware: this is a long way from Oxford and difficult to get to.  (Check the 
public transport schedules online).  You might again save money on your flight out of 
Stansted, but find that those savings disappear in the face of the costs of getting to 
Stansted (not to mention the time involved.  If you're going on a short weekend trip, you 
really don't want to spend a large proportion of it getting between Oxford and the 
airport...) 

 
• Airports.  For access from Oxford, Heathrow (1 hr on a good run, very regular buses) is 

best, and Gatwick (2 hrs, regular buses) next best. 
 

• Non-air travel.  Getting in and out of London is easy and cheap.  4 or 5 buses every hour, 
and they stop in front of Queen's.   

 
Happy Travels!  And let us know if you need assistance in making your plans (though you should 
appreciate that we are not travel agents...) 
 

 


