
The Excursion Program is the centerpiece of Darwin in Oxford
The idea in each case is to go beyond simply visiting an institution or museum; rather, we 
try to ensure special access to the collections and materials of particular interest. 

Excursion Program ’19

1. Darwin’s Cambridge

With Darwin Biographer, Prof 
Jim Moore (who lives in 
Cambridge) and with a copy 
in hand of a street map of 
Cambridge published when 
Darwin was an undergraduate 
there, we walk the streets that 
Darwin walked.  We visit his 
college rooms, in Christ’s 
College, and explore the 
remarkable manuscript collection in the Christ’s Library.  In passing, we 

raise a glass in the Eagle Pub, which is where Watson & Crick went for 
refreshment immediately after glimpsing for the first time the double helix at the heart of life.

2.  Linnean Society, London

The Linnean Society is on Piccadilly, in the 
heart of London.  This is where the 
Darwin-Wallace paper was first read -- 
where the theory of evolution by natural 
selection was unveiled.  We are taken to 
the special strong in the basement of the 
Society to Linnaeus’s personal collections 
-- his specimens, books, and letters.  
These are the very specimens that 
Linnaeus used as he brought taxonomic 
order to the chaotic richness of 
biodiversity.



3. Lichfield: Erasmus Darwin

We pay homage to Charles Darwin’s 
remarkable grandfather — polymath, 
inventor, and early evolutionist.  We 
travel to his home town of Lichfield, close 
to Birmingham in the UK’s industrial 
midlands, to visit the Erasmus Darwin 
Museum (his home in Lichfield) and to 
admire the magnificent cathedral that 
played a central role in Erasmus’s world.

4. Shrewsbury and North Wales

Our three day road trip is the highlight of the 
excursion program.  We spend the first day in 
Shrewsbury, where Darwin was born and went to 
school.  We visit his home (now a tax office!), his 
school (now the 
public library) 
and other sites 
of significance in 
the Darwin story.  
We spend the 
night just outside 
Shrewsbury and 
head into N 
Wales on 
Tuesday 
morning.  Here, 
in Snowdonia, we 

once again retrace Darwin’s footsteps as we visit the sites at which 
he learned his geology from his Cambridge mentor, Adam 

Sedgwick.  At a lake, 
Llyn Idwal, we explore a 
classically glacial 
landscape, and, 
assuming the weather 
obliges, climb some of 
the surrounding 
mountains.  We spend the night nearby and continue to 
learn geology in one of Britain’s loveliest mountain 
landscapes on Weds before heading back to Oxford.  We 
will visit fossil deposits and a magnificently picturesque 
old castle site that Darwin and Sedgwick hiked to above 
Llangollen. 



5. Natural History 
Museum 

The Natural History Museum in 
London is one of the world’s great 
scientific institutions.  Among its 
holdings is a rich trove of historical 
material, including, for example, the 
letter that A. R. Wallace wrote 
immediately after being rescued from 
his mid-Atlantic ship wreck.  We 
spend time behind the scenes in the 
Rare Books Collection and check out 
the public galleries.

6.  Down House

The culmination of the 
program is our visit to 
Darwin’s home, Down 
House.  We are joined 
by Prof Janet Browne, 
Darwin scholar and 
biographer.  We 
spend the first part of 
the day inside the 
house, which has 
been exquisitely 
restored, complete 
with the very chair in 
which Darwin sat as 
he penned the Origin.  
In the afternoon, we roam the grounds, walking the Sand Walk, 
thinking our own thoughts where Darwin famously went to think his...


